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Chinese Art
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[ Abstract )

The purpose of this study is to explore the 94 journal articles and 333 text
structures in the National Palace Museum Monthly of Chinese Art published from
April, 2018 to March, 2019. Via the Content Analysis Method, research themes,
authorship characteristics and text structure of the articles are analyzed. The results
of the study reveal that the research themes with the highest rate are the “painting
and calligraphy”, “Antique relics” and “History”. The articles about “painting and
calligraphy” and “Antique relics” have their own information. History articles also
could include discussion for “painting and calligraphy”, and “Antique relics”. Most
of the articles are contributed by staff of National Palace Museum. Others are
contributed by non National Palace Museum staff. The others are contributed by co-
author. Prolific authors often write articles in the same research themes. Regarding
text structures, topic with different things comprises 69.9% and longitudinal
structure accounts for 24.9%. This study recommends that contributors could
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combine “painting and calligraphy”, “Antique relics” and “history” in their article
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writing so that the text content would be enriched. Contributors could also refer to

text structure in the National Palace Museum Monthly of Chinese Art.

Keywords
Text structure, The National Palace Museum Monthly of Chinese Art,

Content analysis method

[ Summary ]
I ntroduction

National Palace Museum Monthly of Chinese Art, the publication
particularly for cultural relics collected in NPM and the organized event
subjects domestically, is positioned as popular science periodical for the public.
Besides, it provides cultural relics knowledge with academic value to achieve
the effect of communicating NPM treasure knowledge to domestic and
international people or scholars (National Palace Museum, no date b; Wu, 2017).
Although it boosts to clearly and easily guide the public understanding cultural
relics knowledge, academic writing characteristics are still mixed. In this case,
it is not necessarily that unintended audience could immediately comprehend
the key information expressed by article authors. This study intends to
decompose the article contents published in the National Palace Museum
Monthly of Chinese Art in the past year for unintended audience understanding
the dimensions of authors introducing cultural relics. Furthermore, it is expected
that potential contributors who do not have relative background but would like
to try cultural relics writings realize the writing preference and characteristics
of experts in the field and the subject preference recently published in the
National Palace Museum Monthly of Chinese Art to further enhance the
opportunities of potential contributors investing the academic energy or

interests in NPM treasures and benefit the knowledge exchange of national
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cultural relics.

Resear ch design and practice

Taking the National Palace Museum Monthly of Chinese Art as the object,
155 articles published in April, 2018-March, 2019 are selected for this study.
Content Analysis is applied to directly analyze article subjects and text structure
types, exclude the summaries of activities led by the editorial department and
the information simply known by curators, contractors, and event designers, and
articles irrelevant to cultural relics, and remove those without title structure.
With above selection standards, total 94 research samples are acquired. The
research subject classification drafted by Yeh (2018) is used for judging article
subjects. Chang (1983) and Yang (2009) have research aiming at narratives,
argumentation, and exposition to discuss text structure types, which are used as
the standard to judge text structure. Nevertheless, there are still inadequate
explanations in the research of Chang (1983) and Yang (2009) that the research
of Chu and Chang (1986) and Wang (1992) are applied for mutual reference.
The text structure is then classified into longitudinal, parallel, polythematic,

other, and unjudgeable types.
Conclusion and suggestion

It is discovered in this study that the common article subjects in the
National Palace Museum Monthly of Chinese Art contain calligraphy painting,
artifacts, and history, where Chinese paintings, pottery, and patterns appear the
most in calligraphy painting and artifacts. In terms of article content, both
calligraphy painting and artifacts are cultural relics that articles about
calligraphy painting and artifacts reveal similar discussions and some texts
repeat the discussion of cultural relics history, effects of implements or culture
from/to other countries on cultural relics, shapes of cultural relics, cultural relics
content, cultural relics characteristics, skills in making cultural relics,

predecessors’ evaluation of cultural relics, background or experience of cultural
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relics producers, and introduction of related cultural relics for exhibitions.
Historical persons, countries, institutions, culture, or implements are the core of
articles in history articles, and some history articles would cover the content
discussed in calligraphy painting and artifact articles. Perhaps, contributors not
restricting to specific discussions in the writings might be able to combine the
thinking models in different types of articles and enrich the statements. However,
unintended audience, for the first time reading articles in the National Palace
Museum Monthly of Chinese Art, might not immediately comprehend the points.
The knowledge which authors would like to share might be grasped by
integrating the article content in the research results and analyses corresponding
to the articles in the National Palace Museum Monthly of Chinese Art and re-
reading to confirm the type.

In regard to each piece of text structure, parallel type appears the most
among 333 pieces of text structure, about 69.99¢, followed by longitudinal type,
24.996. From parallel type, it is realized that each structure focuses on parallel
or opposite statement objects to discuss the key information in various
dimensions. Longitudinal type concentrates on the experience or development
of statement objects and covers time of AD year, century, Chinese dynasty, and
the combination of AD year and Chinese dynasty, or conjunctions of first, later,
then, and therefore. Besides, authors repeating article titles but not deriving

other key information is the major factor in unjudgeable type.

Romanized & Translated Reference for Original Text
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