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Ever since OPAC was formally developed in the 1970s, the characteristics of its applied
technology have been shown in three generations.  In each generation, emphasis has been laid
onn - the mprovement of the interfaces of catalops while the easy approach and prompl
learning will be the highlights of its future development.

This paper aims to introduce the OPAC technology applied in each generation, evaluate
the available structures and the aroused retrieval difficulties, try to suggest new technologies,
and ponder over the possible impacts on OPAC brought about by various library networks
gtations. As to the future outlook of OPAC and the ability of librarians to make better and

more advanced =ervice, joint efforts have to be made by library people in Taiwan Area
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