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This paper analyzes the relations between the library building and the library services, attempting to
reconstruct a new hardware model in meeting various service needs in a postmodern framework. Using Chicago
Public Library as a postmodern library model, this research fights against the utility value treasured in the
modernist architecture, advocating some postmodern thoughts on the library building: multiple and mosaic

perspectives, decentralization, space extension and fragmentation, humanism, etc.
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Vincent Scully 6 :

This is a classicism that, in a sense is all
Chicago: big and brutal like the city itself, but
specifically metallic and fluid like the
interlocking iron work of Louis Sullivan’s
Carson Pirie Scott store... one powerful mass,
built of the very bones and blood of Chicago,
of the tough body of the Loop, and the ancient
gesture  of

(http://www.galinsky.com/buildings/hwcpl/)

urban its classical facade”

Scully e [bb e e Bt 455 — e vl L = 3 B2 B 3t
FAEFRNTEFEE  ERZMNEN L TR
SCHBRFN T HL S - FLEIEEE 8 - A — e
ORI ACRRAS « 1E— B (014 2 = s Pl R 5 A P T
AR B AR T 7 B e AR

According to World Book Encyclopedia
postmodernism was a reaction to the sleek lines,
simplicity, uncluttered and practical style of
modernism.  Postmodern designers revived
Through

introduced

the styles of older art movements.

this revival, postmodernism
complexity, figurative ornament and cluttered
or mixed-up form. Postmodernism stressed the
revival of tradition and often featured the

plentiful use of texture, sharp, color or line.
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