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In 1977 the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutes (IFLA) published UNIMARC:
Universal MARC Format. The primary purpose of UNIMARC is to facilitate the international exchange of data
in machine-readable forms among national bibliographic agencies. UNIMARC has been adopted by several
bibliographic agencies as their in-house format and UNIMARC may also be used as a model for the
development of new machine-readable bibliographic formats. Along with the development of the Internet, the
efficiency of the information organization method becomes one of the main issues for electronic resources
retrieval. The UNIMARC, serving as a standard gateway for exchange of metadata, will integrate all individual
metadata and thus enable the libraries all over the world to provide global, full-time, real-time, on-line

information resources access services.
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