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Self-Citation is one of the commonly existed phenomena of citation behavior, It is also an important,
however controversial indicator of citation analysis. In this article, the types and the source of tested numbers are
introduced first; and the motivation and behavior pattern of self-citation will be discussed afterward. Then,
through the calculating method of self-citation rate, and the research of the related studies, the features of
journals and the characteristics of their authors can be observed by means of tested self-citations. Libraries may
take the result of this research as the basis of journal collection development, or the basis of providing services
to periodical information.
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