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This paper depicts the historical development of public libraries in Taiwan extending since 1945 until the
present time and focuses on the development of local public libraries. The descriptions will cover three major
stages in the development of public libraries: the establishment of county/municipal libraries in the period from
1945 to 1976, the development of county/municipal cultural centers from 1977 to 1998, and the establishment of
county/municipal cultural affairs bureaus from 1999 until the present time. The descriptions will give an
overview of major events taking place in the historical development and highlight the significant progress
respectively achieved in each stage. It is anticipated that the past achievements will shed light on the future

operation and management of public libraries in Taiwan.
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