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During the last decades, many East Asian countries have been gradually and profoundly influenced by

international states of affairs. Among these countries, Taiwan and Korea bear certain similarities in their

separate historical development. Both Taiwan and Korea were once colonized by Japan for 50 years. After

World War 1I, Taiwan and Korea were both significantly influenced by the outbreak of civil war, the
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intervention of the U.S. government, and the long-term imposition of martial law. Moreover, since the
imposition of martial law was lifted, the administrative systems respectively established in Taiwan and in Korea
have also shared close similarities. Presidential records are one of the various official documentary media that
allow us to observe the respective political and historical development of Taiwan and of Korea. The
management of presidential records, as a result, plays an influential role in our understanding of the historical
development in these two countries. Through a comparison of the presidential records management between
Taiwan and Korea, this article attempts to first examine definitions of presidential records, and then with a wider

scope to analyze the particularity of the presidential records management in East Asia.
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