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Beijing in the Ming Dynasty was a national political, economic, cultural and transportation
center, and the book market there was beyond comparison in scale. The rulers in the early Ming
Dynasty especially attaches the great importance to the book cause, and the unprecedentedly
prosperous economy of the cities after the middle period of the Ming Dynasty also created favorable
conditions for the development of book practitioners. In addition, the prosperity of book carving
industry in Ming Dynasty had made Beijin, where many important bookstores were concentrated at
the time, form a book market naturally. Since many important, highly-educated book consumers
throughout the country gathered there, a large number of book companies were attracted to form a

large-scale industry. On the other hand, the thriving private book collection activity was also
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beneficial to the development of the book market. After mid-Ming Dynasty, in particular, the
domestic economy extremely flourished so that the social atmosphere had changed and resulted in
the great desire of book reading among regular people, which raised the demand for books. All of
these conditions had invisibly created vast business opportunities as well as consumer groups,

which enabled the book market of Ming Dynasty in Beijin to be well-adjusted to the trend and

thrive.
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