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This study aims to provide a method of historical periodization based on digital humanities that
could better combine qualitative and quantitative analysis than previous ones. This study singled out
3,203 news reports in the People’s Daily, 1946 to 2016, whose headlines contained "Shenzhen" and
respectively applied 1) artificial periodization, 2) peak number periodization, and 3) keyword cluster
periodization to these Shenzhen-related news reports. The results show that three methods of
periodization respectively have their limitations on objectivity. This paper thus suggests an automatic
periodization based on quantitative datasets and this data-driven method could provide a novel

perspective for the long-term historical analysis in the future.
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