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Personage is an important kind of entitiesin the study of history. Comprehensive understanding
of personage biographies is beneficia for researching into historical events. In the digital era, many
personage biographies are available in digital formats; as a result, it is time-consuming and |abor-
intensive for researchers to explore invaluable findings from massive personage biographies. Facing
this situation, researchers may be helped to utilize the information efficiently with information
technologies. This article introduces the development of a text retrieval and mining system for
Taiwanese historical people-- Taiwan Biographical Database (TBDB). It describesthe characteristics
of personages in TBDB, highlights the system architecture and preliminary achievement of TBDB,
and proposes a method to recognize named entities in the personage biographies, specifically poetry
societies, which achieves the recall rate of 96% and the precision rate of 65%. Finaly, this article
elaborates on the lessons learned through the creation of TBDB, and the future plans.
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