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[ Abstract )

The research objects were the reading lists of Taiwan senior high schools from
academic years 105 to 107 to understand their distribution as well as similarities
and differences. The authors, publication years, and publishers in the reading lists
were analyzed. A total of 403 reading lists from 140 Taiwan high schools were
analyzed. Results are listed as follows: (1) Regarding creative forms, the lists
contained 634 fictions, whereas non-fictions were primarily American literature
(515). (2) Regardless of the sources of reading lists and academic, Chiang Hsun
was considered the most critical author in the high school reading lists. (3) In terms
of publishers, most of the reading lists were published by China Times Publishing
Company. (4) The publication years of the books ranged from 1970 to 2019 and
concentrated on 2015-2017. Based on the aforementioned research results,
suggestions were proposed in hopes of increasing relevant personnel’s

understanding of reading lists content and helping plan appropriate reading lists.
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[ Summary ]

Senior high school students in Taiwan are often asked to read according to
reading lists provided by schools and then evaluated the reading result through
examination and writing reading experience. Regarding reading lists, McGaha
and Igo (2012) indicated that schools in US often promoted a series of reading activity
in summer vacation as the connection to the academic year or between terms in order
to remain students’ keep reading habit in the vacation and avoid the reduction of
learning abilities. To have senior high school students appear interests in
“reading” and further cultivate reading habits, schools also derive several
reading activities, e.g. study groups or speeches related to books. Reading lists
could be a part of reading activities. When students’ reading literacy is promoted
domestically, it is curious what the content of reading list of senior high schools
is.

With quantitative analysis to analyze authors, year of publication,
publishers, and creation forms from the bibliography in the reading list, this
study intends to discuss the content and the change of reading lists for senior
high school students in Taiwan. Total 403 reading lists from 140 senior high
schools for academic year 2016-2018 are selected as the research object. The
number of books in the reading lists, without deducting repeated ones, is 68,251;
and, it is 8,917 after deducting repeated books from the reading lists. The
sources of the reading lists contain three types. First, reading lists recommended
by publishers and announced by the schools, called “commercial reading list”,
with the data sources of book.com.tw and National Taiwan University Press.
Second, reading lists for winter/summer vacation assignment announced by the

schools, called “winter/summer vacation reading list”. Third, school library
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reading lists, including good book recommendation, newsletters, and news on
school library websites and class shared reading lists, called “library reading
list”. Commercial reading lists show the most quantity, about 48.6% of all
reading lists, followed by library reading lists (27.04%) and winter/summer
vacation reading lists (23.57%).

The bibliography contents in reading lists, including creation forms,
authors, publishers, and year of publication, are further explored. The research
results show that Er redete mit dem Vieh, den Vogeln und den Fischen (King
Solomons Ring) written by Konrad Lorenz appears on the most reading lists.
In terms of creation forms, original Chinese books and translated books reveal
high proportion, about 50% each, while original English books are
comparatively few; however, few schools still list English books in the reading
lists. In language and literature, 634 novels are contained, about 17.52%, among
which most are translated books. The topic focuses on “literature works in
various countries”, and “American literature” appears the highest proportion,
about 14.23%.

Top three authors, with the most books recommended to senior high school
students, are Chiang Hsun, Keigo Higashino, and Liu Yong. In the overall and
source analyses, Chiang Hsun is regarded as the most important author in the
reading lists of high schools, while Yang Chao is frequently recommended in
commercial reading lists. China Times Publishing Co. is the most listed
publisher in reading lists (480 books), followed by Yuan-Liou Publishing Co.,
Ltd. (439 books) and Business Weekly Publications, Inc. (240 books). The year
of publication covers 1970-2019, particularly in 2015-2017, where books
published in 2016 appear the most quantity. It is speculated that the novelty of
books might affect the content planning in reading lists, especially in
commercial reading lists.

It is suggested in this study that teachers, when making reading lists, should
confirm the listed books matching students’ needs and, aiming at the formation
of reading lists, further make the systematic process and reinforce the book

selection standards to establish the reading lists content mostly suitable for the

167



Journal of InfoLib and Archives 13:1 (June 2021)

students in the schools. Librarians should also understand the reading lists
content to ensure that students could borrow the books on the reading lists from
the library to avoid negative effects on the promotion of reading. The publisher
personnel in charge of planning reading lists should refer the reading lists of
schools from other sources to understand the difference between the reading
lists made by schools and commercial reading lists and explain the reasons for
recommending specific books in the commercial reading lists to strengthen the
association with schools.

Quantitative analysis is used in this study for analyzing the bibliography
of reading lists. Other research methods could be applied to discuss different
dimensions. For instance, in-depth interview could be utilized for understanding
the book selection process and standards of reading list makers. Furthermore, it
is discovered in this study that some schools would directly adopt reading lists
recommended by public libraries, e.g. reading lists recommended for winter
vacation from New Taipei City Library. Schools should understand the targets
and archives of reading lists of public libraries and reinforce the communication
and cognition of the reading list content to match the reading list content with
senior high school students’ reading needs as well as effectively reinforce the

promotion of reading through reading lists.
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