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[ Abstract )

The research of library and information science scholars is precious in this
discipline. Apart from promoting the refinement and reflection of the discipline, it
helps scholars to examine the humanistic values of the discipline and to achieve the
return of humanistic rationality. This paper begins with areview of Qian Yaxin's
past studies and proposes the general approaches and methods for the investigation
of pioneering scholarsin library and information science. Firstly, exploring library
and information science scholars should place emphasis on the collection and

*  Associate Professor, School of Cultural Heritage and Information Management,
Shanghai University
ORCID 0000-0001-7018-6419
Principal author for all correspondence E-mail: zy_shu@126.com

** MA Student, School of Cultural Heritage and Information Management,
Shanghai University
E-mail: yigian.wang905@outl ook.com

120



Growing in Communication: Approaches and Methods for Library and Information Science
Scholar Research: Comment on Qian Ya-xin’s Individual Collection, A Chronological
biography of Qian Ya-xin and The Study of Qian Ya-xin’s Academic Thoughts

organization of a variety of primary materials. Secondly, scholars should develop
their studies step by step. Finaly, scholars could achieve self-growth and spiritual
inheritance by having “dialogue” across time and space with pioneering scholarsin
library and information science.

Keywords
Qian Ya-xin, Chronological life, Academic thoughts, History of library
and information science, Library and information science scholar

[ Summary )
I ntroduction

Scholar research is the basis to construct academic history, presenting
significant meanings to clarify subject development context, comb professional
core knowledge, and clear future directions of subjects. Nanjing University
Library and Dr. Xie Huan, Chair of Department of Digital Humanities, have
devoted to Qian Ya-xin research and propose several important works, such as
Qian Ya-xin’s Individual Collection, A Chronological Life of Qu4ian Ya-xin, and
The Study of Qian Ya-xin’s Academic Thoughts.

Qian Ya-xin and the Affairs

Qian Ya-xin (1903-1990) was born in Yixing, Jiangsu. After graduating
from Department of Boone Library of Central China University in 1928, he
engaged in library management or teaching in Sun Yat-sen University Library,
Boone Library School, and Department of Library and Museum Science of the
National Society Education College, and then transferred to Nanjing Library till
retirement.
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Main Content and Value of Works
Main Content and Value of Qian Ya-xin’s Individual Collection

Qian Ya-xin’s Individual Collection was published by Nanjing University
in 2013. The book, total 366 pages, collected unpublished articles of Qian Ya-
xin's research on library science and bibliography. The publication of the book
presented the following meanings. (1)1t allowed grey literature becoming public
publication to have Qian Ya-xin related data be shared in academia. (2)Qian Ya-
xin's left data were arranged according to timeline or topic ordered set and
arrangement to set up the channel for conveniently using Qian Ya-xin's data.
(3)The extra edition, Qian Ya-xin research directory (preliminary edition),
compiled existing bibliography of Qian Ya-xin research to provide possibilities
for users overlooking the situation and development of Qian Ya-xin research.

Main Content and Value of A Chronological Life of Qian Ya-
xin

A Chronological Life of Qian Ya-xin recorded Qian Ya-xin's 88-year lifein
detail, involving (1)Qian Ya-xin and the family activity, (2)Qian Ya-xin'sfriend
making situation, and (3)Qian Ya-xin's pursuit of studies and library practice
activity. The total 487-page book contained more than 540 thousand words.
Except the lack of some years before Qian Ya-xin aged 22, the rest was
described, and the description of the old age was complete. Nevertheless, the
descriptions during the war of resistance against Japan and the “Cultural
Revolution” in China were simple, possibly because of data shortage or
intentional avoidance; it was a pity.

Main Content and Value of The Study of Qian Ya-xin’s
Academic Thoughts

The Study of Qian Ya-xin’s Academic Thoughts, a project writing studying
Qian Ya-xin's library science academic thoughts, covers 7 chapters, with total
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264 pages and about 400 thousand words, and involves in the research and
evaluation of the life, academic periods, index thought, ideology on library
education, library management thought, bibliography philosophy, and library
science academic thoughts.

Under the premise to scan the time and space background and academic
achievement of library and information science scholars, Qian Ya-xin was
positioned in The Study of Qian Ya-xin’s Academic Thoughts as the second-
generation scholar in academic pedigree. Getting rid of current “sliced” scholar
research, Qian Ya-xin's library science academic thoughts was systematically
and comprehensively studied. Getting rid of the tradition of “avoiding
mentioning the names of those respected, those familiar, and those seniors’,
academic criticism of Qian Ya-xin's academic thoughts and achievement was
developed.

Approachesand Methodsfor Library and
| nformation Science Scholar Research

Stressing on the Collection and Sorting of Original Data

Library and information science scholar research was closely related to
original data. Such data presented numerous types and disperse collections, and
many data did not have detailed bibliographic information. It resulted in the
natural barrier for library and information science scholar research. Artificial
rule settings in collection units sometimes would restrict researchers' data
access. Such rules might aim to sustainably preserve and utilize data, but were
trapped by manpower and capital shortage.

Developing Library and Information Science Scholar
Research Step by Step

The research process on history of library and information science scholar
research contained (1)organization of research bibliography and data,
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(2)development of fragment research, and (3)development of deepening and
systematic research step by step, e.g. research on chronologica life and
academic thoughts.

“Growing” in “Communication”: Breaking through the
Barrier of Academic Research

Library and information science scholar research could help deepen
scholars’ subject memory to enhance subject emotion and subject identity. By
reading advanced people’s writings and dialoguing with advanced people,
existing knowledge and perspectives were inspected during subject reflection.
It would be more easily to realize academic innovation through knowledge and
academic perspectives being inspected by sages.

Conclusion

Library and information science presents the tradition to emphasize scholar
research. Along with aggravated university evaluation and subject evaluation,
research approaches in academia tend to technology and empirical research.
Scholar research oriented by traditional literature research and historical
research is declining. It is appealed that the reinforcement of library and
information science scholar research is not the binary opposition to mainstream
research approaches, but precedes subject precipitation and reflection in the
rapid development of library and information business. To call the return of
library and information science scholars' humanistic rationality by inspecting
the humanistic value and content of library and information science through
scholar research.
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