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[ Abstract )

The university archiveswork of National Chengchi University (NCCU) began
with the establishment of the university archivesin 1971. It has been developed for
more than half a century and has accumulated alot of curatoria practice experience
and achievements. Thisarticle aimsto review the development of NCCU's archives
exhibition, examine the results and suggest prospects. According to literature
review, the exhibition program of NCCU’ sarchivesisdivided into four periods: the
Initial Period (1971-1989), the Foundation Period (1990-2005), the Devel opment
Period (2006-2017) and the Transformation Period (2018-present). Starting from
the curatoria practice of the University History and Archives Section, and guided
by the practical issues of planning the new school history exhibition space, it is
hoped that based on past experience, it can be used as a planning guide for the
university archives exhibition.
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[ Summary ]
I ntroduction

National Chengchi University archives could be traced back to Central
School of Party Affairs established in Nanjing in 1927 and the reopening in
Taipei in 1954, with the history for about a century. Since the establishment of
University Archivesin 1971, NCCU'’s archives have been developed for half a
century. The archive collection present considerate size and, under the
assistance of information technology, more implementation of archival
exhibition is developed. This study tends to review the past curation outcome
of NCCU'’s archives, inspect the curation development of NCCU'’s archives in
the past half century by combing archival literature and documents, and propose
outlook for future directions.

History of NCCU’s Archival Curation

According to the archival business development and space address, the

history of NCCU’s archival curation is divided into four periods.

1. The Initial Period (1971-1989): In the early reopening, The University
Archives was not established due to limited school buildings. The
establishment of the University Archives in 1971 focused on the
compilation of university archives and cultural relics collection.

2. The Foundation Period (1990-2004): The new University Archives was
started on the eighth floor of administration building in 1991, where
archival exhibition space and workshop were established. The
registration, organization, description, and digitalization of archives
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and relics were developed in the University Archives.

3. The Development Period (2005-2017): The University Archives was
completed the renovation in 2006, when the archival website was built
in the same year. Eight archival exhibitions were held once a year in
2007-2015, when the collections were increasing; however, the
development of both archives and management encountered the
bottleneck.

4. The Transformation Period (2018-present): Through discussion and
resolution, the management of archives and relics was transferred to
National Chengchi University Library in 2018, when University History
and Archives Section was established and the recruitment, collection,
catalog, and exhibition businesses were managed by dedicated
personnel. The key point in the period was to make various management
regulations. Nevertheless, the purpose of exhibition hall was changed
and there was no physical exhibition hall on campus that the archival
curation was changed into digital curation.

Digital Curation Design of NCCU’s Archives

The University Archives completed the exhibition websites of Da-Chi
Chen and Yuan-Tsu Lee, two former presidents of the university, to explain the
digital curation process according to practical experiences.

1. Thematic planning: To confirm exhibition objective, target group, and
exhibition theme. The positioning of curation contains three objectives
of remembering the presidents, providing the staff and students
knowing the historical context of the university, and expanding
presidents’ relic collections and build presidential digital archives.

2. Exhibit selection: To definitely grasp existing resources for
digitalization after inventory and relic selection. Curators select objects
with history and exhibition value according to collection catalog and
arrange the display order.
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3. Exhibition structure: To draft outline according to exhibit content and
match objects with exhibition value with exhibition outline. The content
structure covers five major topics of biographical sketch, minutes of
events, leadership of NCCU, valuable collections, and story of NCCU.

4. Copywriting: To transform originally abstruse materials through
combing and reading the presidents' relevant data and to cut in from
amiable angles.

5. Exhibition design: To discuss exhibition website design and system
functions with designers and engineers, confirm the key vision, style,
and color of website, and precede responsive web design and cross-
device page design.

6. System making: To develop customized functions, inspect system
structure, and test functions. The engineers finalize the web appearance
according to the exhibition design and link the front-end Omeka S and
back-end database.

7. Opening exhibition open and after-exhibition evaluation: To evaluate
the use conditions with Google Analytics to understand the use
situations.

Conclusion

The experience in the development of digital curation of NCCU’s archives
is organized in this study. Suggestions for the University Archives planning
digital curation are further proposed.

1. Digital curation tools could assist the University Archives in building
online exhibition hall with characteristic topics to reduce the
dependence of curation on physical space and expand the users through
digital communications. However, the core work of digital curation is
the organization and planning of exhibition content to build narrative
exhibition as the management point.

2. Digital curation is not restricted to physical space and the interpretation
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and narration are more flexible. Nonetheless, visitors might be different
ethnic groups from various areas that the exhibits and narrative content
should take care of unspecified audience’s expectations.

3. Digital curation could largely reduce the risk and cost for relic
maintenance. However, the management and storage of digital objects
are not less than physical exhibitions, especially the backup of digital
content and requirement for information security should be ready.

4. The application of various technologies and media could be
continuously introduced to digital curation, and the curation content
could be constantly adjusted and updated to attract new visitors and
expand visiting groups.

By reviewing NCCU's archives in the past half century, it is expected to
lay the past foundation and utilize forward-looking information technology to
promote the recruitment, collection, exhibition, and application of archives and
relics, enhance the depth and width of archival exhibition content with
“distributed” and “cyber-physical integrated” tactics, and create the user-
oriented University Archives.
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