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[ Abstract )

This article aims to enhance our understanding of the reliability and
appropriateness of information presented in archival compilations by examining the
editorial notes of different compilations through comparative analysis. By
investigating the editor's purpose, background, and scope of each publication, as
well as the employed editing symboals, presented information, and problem-solving
approaches, this study provides valuable guidelines for the compilation of archival
documents. To ensure consistency across different temporal and spatial contexts,
this research analyzes the contents of graduation theses from the Department of
History at National Chengchi University over a 20-year period (2003-2022).
Furthermore, it examines the cited documents related to the history of the Republic
of China government during the mainland period (1912-1949). From this analysis,
archival documents published in China during this specific period are filtered,
compiled, and reviewed. The study also scrutinizes the information, contents, and
methodologies employed by various archival collections and editors in compiling
records from this period, providing a valuable scholarly reference for future
research endeavors.
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[ Summary )

This study centers on the “Editorial Notes” within compilation books and
explores variations in such notes through comparative analysis. The “Editorial
Notes” serve as the guiding principles for compiling a book. Their content not
only reflects the compiler's intentions, background, and the scope of materials
included, but also delineates the symbols employed, methods of information
presentation, and approaches to addressing encountered challenges during the
editorial process. These notes can be regarded as the foundational frame for the
creation of archival compilation literature. In other words, an exploration of
“Editorial Notes” enables a deeper understanding of the planning and
methodologies underlying archival compilation. Taiwan's discourse on archival
compilation predominantly |eans towards practical implementation, resulting in
relatively fewer researchers engaging in studies based on actual compilation
processes. Consequently, this research seeks to address the previous gaps in
related studies by offering insights into this underrepresented aspect.

The term “Editorial Notes,” often encompasses both the “Preface” and the
“Introduction.” The “Preface” entails the purpose, outline, and summary of the
composition, while the “Introduction” outlines the structure, pattern, style, and
rules followed in the writing. The content of Editorial Notes includes the
rationale for compilation (including target audience), the current state and
contents of the archived documents, principles and methodologies of
compilation, personnel and institutions involved, and other explanatory matters.
The purpose is to “explain the status of the historical records contained in the
compilation to readers,” including describing the scope of archival inclusion,
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such as sources, types, completeness, quantity, time limits, transmission status,
as well as the compilation's criteria for material selection and principles of
omission. Additionally, it serves to “inform readers about the editorial
processing undertaken by the compilers within this compilation, along with the
provision of reference materials and search tools.” This coversthe compilation's
formatting style, symbols, supplemental documents, reference materials and
tools, relevant units and personnel, and can also touch upon other relevant
aspects of archival documentation.

In selecting research subjects, careful consideration has been given to the
scope of the study and the desire to maintain research consistency. To mitigate
the impact of varying archival documents across different temporal and spatial
contexts, the study concentrates on an abundant collection of books compiled
during the Republican Period (1912-1949) in Mainland China. This period is
chosen due to the availability of comprehensive and systematic treatises on
archival compilations, especially within Mainland China. Notably, Mainland
China boasts a more comprehensive discourse and developmental trajectory in
the field of archival codification. As a result, this paper exclusively examines
archival compilations from the Republican Period published in Mainland China,
using literature analysis asits central approach. Theintention isto glean insights
into the historical accomplishments and methodologies employed in Mainland
China's archival compilation endeavors.

Furthermore, given National Chengchi University's (hereinafter referred to
as NCCU) expertise in the field of Republican history, an analysis is conducted
on the citations from relevant sources in 85 out of the 462 doctoral and master's
theses from history-related departments at NCCU over the past two decades
(2003-2022). These theses pertained to the aforementioned historical period.
Through meticulous screening and analysis of these references, along with a
comprehensive review of pertinent literature, this research explores the
emphasis placed by editorial units and personnel on the presentation of
information, content, and editing methods during the archival compilation of
materials from this specific historical period. This endeavor aims to serve as a
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reference point for future endeavors and research within related organizations.

This article compares the prefaces of 14 different compilations
encompassing atotal of 200 volumes, including “ Comprehensive Collection of
Archival Paperson History of Republic of China (- #E B 5] 52 f2 ZZ & R E4R),”
“Selected Documents of the Shaanxi-Gansu-Ningxia Border Region
Government ([ H =238 & BN LR35 4R),” “Selected Historical Archives of
Shandong Revolution (LLIHE & dp FE S s 22 &5k 5 45),” “ Selected Documents
of the Xi'an Incident (522558 i 22 Skl 58 4),” “ Selected Historical Archives
of the Pursuit and Blockade of the Red Army by the Kuomintang Military (g
R B H BB AL RAEAE sl 84R),” “ Selected Historical Archives of the
Guangdong Provincial Government during the Republican Era (E B iS5 HAE 5
& BT R 2ZE sk & 45 ), “Selected Documents of Japanese Imperialist
Aggression in China (H A% [ F HZEREEERIEEYSR),” “Compilation of
Tianjin Chamber of Commerce Archives (KJE/ & i ZE4R),” “Selected
Historical Archives of Warlord Archives of the Fengtian Clique (& £ E {1
Zgklg ), “ Collected Archives of Suzhou Chamber of Commerce (%% 1 75
EZEEYR),” “Selected Historical Archives of the Political System of the
Kuomintang Government ([ E< & BT U il B4 28 SlH 88 4R),” * Selected
Documents of Tibet-Asia Relations (75 ji& on 55 B8 f& Z£ %5 4 ),” “ Selected
Documents of the Kang-Tibet Dispute (54 %) 18225 45%),” and “Archival
Compilation of Sichuan during the Resistance Against Japan Era (1 Bk HF HEHAY
V01— 22 Skl iE4R).” Through this comparison, the article examines the
structure and content of the aforementioned prefaces. Additionally, by
analyzing the stipulated elements within these prefaces, it seeks to comprehend
the principles and methodologies of archival compilation, including deletion
criteria, sorting methods, processing symbols, and guiding principles.

In summary, the study yields several conclusions. (1)The trend of
compilation of archival documents is to use a list format. (2)There is a
discrepancy between the contents of archival compendiums proposed by
scholars and the actual publication of such compendiums. (3)Archival

compendiums pay particular attention to the “deletion principle,” “ordering
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method,” and “processing symbols and principles.” (4)Archival compendiums
will be inherited from each other in accordance with the experience and habits
of the editors.

Due to space constraints, there are several related issues that can be further
explored. For instance, the frequent alterations in preface information can lead
to confusion among users. Therefore, factors such as stability and clarity can be
investigated through user perspectives. Furthermore, in observing the analyzed
archival compilation volumes, it is evident that their overall content
arrangement is categorized by themes, categories, or time, with documents
ordered chronologically. This approach doesn't align with actual archival
management practices and doesn't present compilationsin a hierarchical manner,
thereby failing to encompass the contextual progression of documents within
the compilation. This omission is regrettable, and future research could delve
into the reasons why archival institutions do not adopt hierarchical compilation
methods.

Moreover, the compilation volumes under observation primarily feature
textual formatting and lack visual representations. In comparison, several
archival compilation volumes published in Taiwan include visual reproductions
alongside selected materials, often providing information about individual case
files and file dimensions. These volumes differ from the observed formats in
this study. This aspect could also be explored further in the future.

This article aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the
adequacy and appropriateness of the information contained within compilations.
Specifically, it focuses on scrutinizing the editorial notes found in compiled
books through a comparative analysis of various compilation examples.
Editorial notes are foundational components of compiled compilations, offering
insights into the compilation's purpose, context, and scope. These notes also
reveal the symbols employed in the compilation process, the information
presented, and the strategies employed to address encountered challenges.
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